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My Brethren,
Our July Stated and dinner prior was well attended. Most Worshipful Kerry did us proud with a great program and
also presided over the presentation of the Community Builders Award Rev. Donna Britt of Calvery Baptist Church
(next to the Lodge). My heartfelt thanks to all the officers and their hard work getting ready for MW Kerry’s official visit to our lodge. Special thanks to RW Charlie for his assistance and guidance.
Now that the year is half over we still have much work to do. We have dinners coming up and a big picnic for our
Masonic youth. Make sure you check the website often for information about events of the lodge. Many thanks to
Wor. Stuart for maintaining the website and the weekly publication of the “Blue Bulletin”.
We have a Fellowcraft Degree coming up soon and we can use all the help we can get. It is especially important
for fellow Masons to gather during the conferral of degrees to show the new member support throughout his journey to Light.
As always, should you need a ride to lodge for Stated Meetings or to any of our functions you need only to call and
someone will be glad to provide a ride (540-525-4782)
Thank you and God Bless.
Fred Burns
Worshipful Master

MW Louis Kerford Campbell presented the Community Builders Award Rev. Donna Britt of Calvery Baptist Church. Wor. Fred Burns looks on.

Brethren and guests of Pleasants Lodge
July Stated Communication

From the West Gate
Like most folks, I can hardly believe it is August. Summer vacations are wrapping up and kids are getting ready to go back
to school. My oldest starts Kindergarten this fall, it seems like he should still be at home without a care in the world, instead
of heading out and starting to learn about the world. I am sure Wor. Fred is looking forward to wrapping up his year "in the
hot seat," as I have the task of planning my year. The phrase "Never say Never Again" seems to be coming back to bite me
in the rear, no one would have thought I would get recycled for another year in the East, especially me. It is my hope that
having done it once, maybe I can get it right this time. This time Sid Bush has the unenviable task of keeping me on track as
Bill Seymour had his hands full back in 2009
A couple of nights ago, my daughter woke up from a nightmare, saying that "a tiger was trying to eat her belly!" So for the
next several nights, Kaitlyn and I went hunting for imaginary tigers throughout the house and we now have a trophy wall full
of "tigers" that we killed. During this time of hunting "tigers", I came upon a post on Facebook, a quote from one of my all
time favorite authors, Edgar Allen Poe, which goes "The scariest monsters are the ones that lurk within our souls ..." Two
things struck me about this quote as I hunted "tigers", often it is what we imagine, the fears within our minds, that scare us
the most, the shadows that we imagine as monsters until we shine light upon them that truly frighten us. Second, the truly
scary monsters are the demons that we fight with every day within our own minds and souls. Everyone has their own addictions, issues or whatever you want to call them, that we deal with and try not to let show.
Remember that you are never alone with your struggles, the Great Architect has provided you with millions of brothers who
are but a request away. Also, as we strive to let the light of freemasonry shine out into the world, make sure some of that
light is reflected back within yourself, not so that your problems are made public, but that those demons are ultimately cast
out, as they should. Remember My Brother, you are Never Alone.
Always,
D

Secretary Sez…
It’s Summer and things are a bit laid back as they should be. And that holds true for the Secretary’s Desk.
Remember if your dues card does not show “2013” then your dues are in arrears. All those remaining in arrears as of August 1 will be
reported to Grand Lodge as per the Methodical Digest. You may expect a letter from the Grand Master reminding you of your obligations.
Enjoy the rest of your summer, only 147 days to Christmas (as of Aug. 1, that is)
Wor. Sid Bush
Secretary
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