
Brethren,

Our stated meeting this month will be a “Table Lodge”. Additionally this will be a

“sport shirt” night (no shorts).

There will be a $15 charge for the meal and “cannon” which everyone can take

with them after the meeting.

Time: 6:30 PM (NOTE SPECIAL TIME FOR THIS MEETING)

Our guest speaker is RW Louis Kerford Campbell, Deputy Grand Master of

Masons in Virginia.

As seating and cannon’s are limited I need to know in advance which brethren will

be attending this meeting. Please email richardsoncpa87@aol.com or call

(540) 342-3552 and leave a message with Kathy or on the answering machine by

July 14th.

It has been quite a few years since our last Table Lodge so make plans to attend

this special occasion. If you have any questions or concerns call or email me.

S & F,

Don Richardson, WM

Cave Spring Lodge # 230 AF & AM

C R A I G B O T E T O U R T E L E C T R I C

ON THE LEVEL
J U L Y 1 , 2 0 1 2V O L U M N E I I I S S U E 2

W O R S H I P F U L

M A S T E R — D O N

R I C H A R D S O N

Senior Warden—

Stanley Wise

Junior Warden–

Bruce Lupton

Senior Deacon—

David Whitehurst

Junior Deacon—

Eddie Moles

Secretary—Wor Don

Garlock

Treasurer— John

Turner, Jr.

Chaplain– Wor Tollie

Stallard

Senior Steward—

Wor. Stephen Willis

Junior Steward—

Joseph Kenney

Marshall—Michael

Holland

Tiler— Michael

Howdyshell

TABLE LODGE
JULY 18, 2012

6:30 pm



The Masonic desirability of a social dinner is as old as the Freemasonry we know. In 1717, when the Mother
Grand Lodge was formed to revitalize the Lodges in and around London, one of the reasons given was “To
revive the quarterly Communication and hold the Annual Feast.” Many historians claim this Annual Banquet
was the most important move made by the new body. And a short time later, the Grand Master directed there
be installed “the old, regular and peculiar Toasts and Healths of Freemasons.”

“It was thought expedient to abolish the old custom of studying geometry in the Lodge, and some younger
Brethren made it appear that a good knife and fork, in the hands of dexterous Brother, over proper materials,
would give great satisfaction and add more to the civility of the Lodge than the best square and compass in
Europe.”

From the idea of the feast, and the desire to promote a greater degree of fellowship and kinship in Masonry,
was born the Table Lodge. Both affection of friends and love for the Fraternity flourished within its walls. Its
meetings were more like a reunion than a regular Lodge, and it became a center of relaxation, celebration and
inspiration of Freemasonry.

The Table Lodge had a most unusual pattern. Its entire meeting was conducted around the table, and the
helpings of food and beverage were served in such a way they did not interfere with the other concerns of the
Lodge. There were many toast and the lusty voices of Masons rang out with Masonic songs.

The Table Lodge was traditionally a tiled Entered Apprentice Lodge, followed by the peculiar ritual used only
in a Table Lodge, so all Entered Apprentices and Fellowcrafts could participate in the fellowship of the Lodge.
As all business is conducted in the Master Mason’s Degree in Virginia, the Lodge will be opened in the
dinning room on the Master Mason’s Degree, the called from Labor to Refreshment, at which time all below
this degree will be admitted and the Table Lodge opened.

In our Colonial days, the Table Lodge was Freemasonry’s greatest asset. It buoyed up the spirit of the colonist
who were members of the Craft when they were at their lowest ebb. While the repast was undoubtedly
limited, the fervor and zeal were there. Once the Table Lodge was opened, the objects in the room took on a
“Military Flavor.” The table became the Trestle Board; the cloth, the Standard; the Materials; the glasses, the
Cannons; the beverage, Powder; the bottles, Casks; the napkins, Flags; knives, Swords; spoons, Trowels. To
fill the glass was to “Charge” it; to drink was to “Fire.”

An early Masonic historian wrote: “Their song appears to have more zest than in private company, the toast
thrilled more vividly upon recollection, and the small medium of punch with which it was honored, retained a
higher flavor than the same potation if produced at a private board.”

The Table Lodge is a heritage out of the past. It has been stated that, “the Table Lodge is the summary of
Masonic doctrine.” It prescribed reverence for Divinity and moral law. It strengthened the devotion that
Masons held for Lodge and Country. It increased the unity and fellowship of the Craft.

Master Mason Quiz

1. What stage of Life does this degree represent?
A. Youth
B. Manhood
C. Middle Age
D. Age

2. What does this degree symbolize?
A. Culmination of your Masonic career
B. Symbolizes man’s domination over man
C. Victory over death and immortality of the soul

D. Mortality of the soul
3. What are you reminded of at your reception at the door?

A. Reminded of all the lessons of Freemasonry.
B. Reminded of the tenets of Freemasonry.
C. Reminded of your obligation.
D. Reminded of your previous degrees.

Answers:
1D, 2C, 3B


