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THE COLUMNSTHE COLUMNSTHE COLUMNSTHE COLUMNS    

Senior Warden Timothy Morris Shepherd Junior Warden Christopher Scott St. Clair 

Secretary Wor. Stuart Matthew Bain Treasurer Wor. Sidney Warren Bush, Sr. 

Senior Deacon Wor. Fred Marion Burns Junior Deacon Dr. Andrew Alfred Slemp, Jr. 

Chaplain Wor. Charles Henry Stowe Tiler Kenneth Ray Robinette 

Senior Steward Ronnie Lee Lester, Jr Junior Steward Wendell Lee Presley 

Worshipful Master   -   Michael Lynn Johnson 

Brethren, 
Greetings from the East! It is a great honor to serve as your Worshipful Master for 
2016, and I hope I can do so to the satisfaction of every member of the Lodge. I would 
like to start off by thanking Worshipful Fred Burns and Worshipful Sid Bush for getting me 
started on my masonic journey and being there to help me through it. I would also like to thank 
"the choir" for their part in passing to me the knowledge, guidance, and wisdom and for the oc-
casional shove that will get me through my year in the East. I will strive to pass all of it on to 
the best of my ability to any brother who may need it. During my installation, it was fitting that 
I honored a brother who does exactly that on a daily basis. Worshipful Fred Knapp has always 

gone above and beyond the call to help out our lodge in any way we have needed him. I hope he enjoys his new 
lodge family as much as we will enjoy having him. I would like to thank our outgoing master, Worshipful Da-
vid Campbell for his time in the East as well as his ability to be the butt of a joke. We had a little fun in taking 
the liberty to make a "custom" Past Master's apron and presented it to him at installation. It was a good laugh 
had by all and a sign of the kind of year I plan to have. I think that 2016 will be a busy and fulfilling year that 
will bring fun, family, friendship, and brotherhood so that we may grow and become a tighter group all around, 
a group others will see and want to be a part of, and a group that exemplifies what Masonry is all about. If you 
are not an active member because of the past I hope you give us a second chance this year. In the few years I've 
been here I have seen a positive change and I think you will too. After all, harmony is a strength and something 
we should all try to attain . 
One of the goals I have for this year is to work towards earning the Noah Hillman award. In doing this, we not 
only strengthen our ability to be proficient in ritual, grow relationships with other lodges in the district, and be-
come more active with the community through charity, but we also achieve a level of accomplishment as this 
will not be an easy goal. This is something that Pleasants Lodge has not attempted in almost a decade. With 
your help it can be done! There will be several other things planned such as movie nights, pot luck nights, 
and bring a friend nights to try and make things more fun as well as Child ID events, blood drives, and trunk or 
treats to let us be a part of and serve the community. I will try to get a list of these events out as early as I can 
so that you will have a chance to look over them and attend as many as possible. There should be a little some-
thing for everyone.  
In Masonry, they say you get out of it what you put into it. With that said, I am going to get the most out of this 
year as I can and hope that you do the same.  
Thanks again and may you and your families enjoy a safe and happy holiday season.  
 
Michael Johnson 
Worshipful Master 2016 
Pleasants Lodge #63 

2016 Officers of Pleasants Lodge 



BirthdaysBirthdaysBirthdaysBirthdays    

Jay Michael Becker  Feb. 3 

Harry Tuckworth Lucas, III  Feb. 4 

Jeffrey Gerard Nicola  Feb. 5 

Boreham Boyd Johnson  Feb. 11 

Dr. Andrew Alfred Slemp, Jr  Feb. 14 

Daniel Harvey Agee, Jr.  Feb. 15 

Michael George Lawson  Feb. 16 

Orville Max Leach  Feb. 17 

George Wilbur Carden, Jr.  Feb. 22 

Calvin Lewis Lucas, Jr.   Feb. 23 

John William Slusher  Feb. 27 

David Andrew Cummings  Dec. 11 

John Dickerson Nunn  Dec. 11 

Paul Thomas Smith, Jr.  Dec. 12 

Frankie Wayne Barker, Jr.  Dec. 23 

Edward Lee Jewell, Jr.  Dec. 27 

Kerford Aldin Key  Dec. 29 

   

   

   

   

   

Christopher Scott St. Clair  Jan. 3 

James Luther Craft  Jan. 7 

Joshua Adam Wickline  Jan. 8 

Charles Dunmore Fox, IV  Jan. 12 

Michael Johnson  Jan. 13 

Timothy Arnold Fitzgerald  Jan. 17 

Michael Fries  Jan. 17 

Jeffrey Lynn Butler  Jan. 19 

Brian Noland Stroop  Jan. 23 

Arthur Douglas St. Clair  Jan. 26 

Harry Robert Deaton, Jr.  Jan. 29 

From the West GateFrom the West GateFrom the West GateFrom the West Gate    

Secretary SezSecretary SezSecretary SezSecretary Sez 

Brethren, As the newest Secretary of the Lodge, I thank you for the trust and confidence you placed in me. To aid in keeping 
the lodge records, I installed a new membership tracking database program and entered all of the information for our current 
members. I will try to contact you sometime in next year to make sure I have your correct contact information. 
 
At our Dec. 2015 Stated Communication, we had to read the names of some brethren for suspension. If you are behind on your 
dues, PLEASE contact the lodge so we can get you up to date. If you are unable to pay your dues for any reason, please let us 
know and we will try to help.   S&F, Wor. Stuart M. Bain 

Greetings and salutations from the West! I hope you had a Merry Christmas! Pleasants Lodge had a wonderful installa-
tion at our December Stated Communication just before Christmas. It was attended by many dignitaries, brothers, ladies, 
and guests. There were many heartfelt presentations, including one 50 year pin; and I must say the whole affair ran quite 
smoothly thanks to diligent planning and rehearsals, so kudos to everyone who helped! Congratulations to all of our new 
officers, and especially to Wor. Mike Johnson, our new Worshipful Master!! I look forward to assisting him from the 
West during the upcoming year, which I think will be fun and enjoyed by all.  
Respectfully, Brother Timothy Shepherd,  
2016 Senior Warden Pleasants Lodge #63  

MW Louis Kerford Campbell presented Bro. 
Kerford Aldin Key with his 50 year pin at our 
December Stated Communication. 
L/R: Wor. William C. Campbell, David C. Key,  
Kerford Key, MW Louis Kerford Campbell 

Left to Right:    Christopher Scott St. Clair - Junior Warden 
    Wor. Fred Marion Burns - Senior Deacon 
    Dr. Andrew Alfred Slemp -  Junior Deacon 
    Wor. Charles Henry Stowe - Chaplain 
    Wor. Sidney Warren Bush - Treasurer 
    Wendell Lee Presley - Junior Steward 
    Frankie Wayne Barker, Jr. - Marshall 
    Kenneth Ray Robinette - Tiler 
    Ronnie Lee Lester - Senior Steward 

Most Worshipful “Kerry” offered the following: 
Bro. Kerford A. Key, "Jack," is my uncle; my Mother's only brother, my only uncle.   
Wor. William C. "Bill" Campbell (left), Bro. David C. Key, (Lakeland #190), Jack's son, our only first cousin, next to his father. 
Jack was too young for WWII. served in Navy in early 50s, went to Antarctica on a USN ship. NC State grad.  Interestingly, as I told the crowd, he worked in the 
textile industry and for many years was manager of the Roanoke Mills 6th Street plant, right adjacent to AASR where the condos are now. 
"Kerford" was my grandfather's name, the one he actually used, Kerford Key.  A non-Mason, he managed the N&W Salvage warehouse for a number of years at 
the end of a 50 year career with the railroad. 
That presentation means I have been privileged to present 50 year pins to my father (July 06), Marsha's father (Nov. 2012 in the DGM's suite about an hour before 
my installation as GM) and to my uncle.  I am next:  July 2024! 


