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Greetings from the East,
It has been a very busy several weeks and it makes me happy to see the amount of
support or brotherly love that we have going on between the lodges this year. There is an increase in the amount of fraternal visits taking place in the 22nd district and I’m seeing more
faces showing up to help with degree work from lodge to lodge. This type of activity doesn’t
just happen over night. I feel like it’s directly related to the masters of each lodge, their ability
to engage the members from their own lodges, and their commitment to bringing this fraternity
together making us a closer family and that’s what it’s all about.
One event that embodied this effort was the table lodge that was organized and executed by Worshipful Neidigh and the guys over at Melrose lodge. They set it up so that the sitting masters from the district all had
speaking parts in the table lodge. As a result of this there were several representatives from just about every
lodge sitting around the table. It also helped fulfill one of the requirements for the Hillman award for many of
the lodges who are trying to achieve that goal. It was an excellent event and a slightly modified format for a
stated communication. There were a lot of laughs and good times had by all who attended. If you happened to
miss this table lodge I highly recommend that you try to make the next one in the near future.
For the program at our most recent stated communication we had the pleasure of witnessing Gerrit Stultz, a
member of the local DeMolay chapter, put on the ceremony of lights. It was a very nice program and quite impressive. My hat's off to him for a job well done. Along with Gerrit came a few other cohorts from Melrose under the disguise of making a fraternal visit in friendship and brotherly love. You could look at them and know
something wasn’t quite right (more than normal). Their not so little secret came out a little later when they took
the opportunity to pass along the traveling gavel with smiles and laughs as if they had pulled off the worlds
greatest prank. All I can say is it’s all fun and games until you become a target! No doubt Kraig was involved
in this and his absence will not give him a pass. We will unload the gavel in the coming weeks and plan our
attack accordingly.
I was going to pick on my Sr. Warden/taxi Driver for getting lost and running laps around Williamson Rd lodge
the night we assisted them in an EA degree, but it hit me that in his last column he mentioned that April showers were pretty much non existent. Flash forward to May..... Thanks a lot Tim, I have had to trade in my backhoe for a canoe. Never make a crack at mother nature, she has a way of showing us who is in control.
Michael Johnson
Worshipful Master 2016
Pleasants Lodge #63
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From the West Gate
Greetings and salutations from the "West" brothers…
Welcome to June brothers and the beginning of Summer... Let's hopefully welcome some sunny days after enduring a
heck of a lot of rain during May... Evidently due to a giant counterclockwise, stalled, low pressure system, that continuously recycled moisture into our area for about three dreary weeks... As as a result the long dormant lawn mowing season
took off like gangbusters, but on the other hand, I got my tomato plants planted and it seemed to do them a world of
good!
However, despite all the rain showers we managed get in some good Masonry this merry month, with several official
visits recorded at fellow brother's lodges throughout the area... A couple at Lakeland (WM Fred Knapp), including a
wonderful spaghetti dinner, which successfully raised over four-hundred dollars for Jobs Daughters..
Another great visit to Williamson Road Lodge (WM Micheal Canestrari), which God bless 'em, they waited for me when I proceeded to
get lost inside a labyrinth of roads surrounding their neighborhood, while trying to come in from the Plantation Road side...
And our last, but not least visit was to attend the fabulous Table Lodge held at Melrose Lodge (WM Kraig Neidigh), where we all joined
in fellowship, a fine meal and an historic imbibing ritual of Masonic temperament that included an abundance of brotherhood, comradery
and amusement, along with a visit and "off the cuff" chat from Past Grand Master, MW Louis Kerford “Kerry” Campbell... Needless to
say, this historically educational ritual was enjoyed by all...and all were bequeathed a handsome Masonic cannon (shot glass)!!
Well for now, that's about all I can remember about May brothers, so until next time, I'll just shift gears and "Croon for June" while I go
mow the lawn.
Your Friend & Brother,
Timothy Shepherd
Sr. Warden, Pleasants #63

Secretary Sez
Brethren,
Thank you all for your thoughts and prayers while my family and I deal with our various medical
issues. I have not been able to attend lodge regularly in the past month or two, so I am a bit behind
on secretarial duties. I apologize for any inconvenience. I have been able to process some dues payments and get some dues cards out, so if you paid your dues recently, you should receive your dues
card in the mail soon. While I am playing catch up, please let me know if you do have any matters
which need immediate attention. You can send it directly to my personal account (stuart@stuartbain.com) or the
lodge email address (contact@pleasants63.org).
S&F
Wor. Stuart Bain
Secretary
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